Imagine that you have just been granted an opportunity ¢caetalextended trip to a foreign country. Your destinasi@n

the food is different but you will have an incredible touidg to lead the way. You will be traveling with othersome
who have been on similar journeys, but none who have had thicufsa experience before. Your emotions are mixed.
This could be a great opportunity and yet there is aindetzel of anxiety about just how exactly things will go.

Lord of Life is about to embark on a similar journey — ora tas never been experienced by this congregation before.
Yes, others have been through this at other congregalioni,hasn’t happened here before. Until now.

Pastor Darrell will depart soon for his new call at Hingtheran Church in Aitkin. This change will present new
opportunities and new challenges for Pastor Darrell amoifée. And it will present new opportunities and challerfiges
God's congregation at Lord of Life.

Lord of Life has never before taken the journey to findwa senior pastor. There are mixed emotions. Many gtieve
loss of the only senior pastor this congregation haskex@wn. It is more than just the comfort of the famibat of the
possible changes to friendships that have certainly devkethpéeng a 22-year relationship. For others, the fedneof t
unknown and the uncertainty of transition can be very scang still others may be ready for a change of sceray a
want to just “git'r’done”.

The executive committee and church council have met to discasiext steps for the congregation at Lord of Lifestd?a
Vicki Taylor, Assistant to the Bishop has helped toinatbur options. Our first priority is to support Pastenga and
Lilja, to continue the ministry of this congregation andbégin the process to call a new senior pastor. Asofattiiing,
the executive committee will be recommending that the cteoghcil hire an interim pastor to help guide Lord of Lafe
this journey.

The role of the interim pastor is:

To help guide the congregation through this transition by inglm re-
To give us time to adjust to a change in pastoral leagerstine to grieve the loss of Pastor Darrell and aczept
new senior pastor.

As we prepare for our new journey, we want to plan weltlie next steps --
steps that can be frightening and exciting at the sanee tirat us pray that
together we can trust God as our tour guide to walk widmdshelp us to
discern the direction for God’s congregation at Lord oéLif

Current Events pgs 2-3
God'’s blessings! For Your Information pg 4, 6-7
Lisa Tupy Good To Be Family pg 5
Council President Pastor Darrell's Farewell pgs 8-9

Small Groups pgs 10-11
NOTE: Please see the “Late Breaking News” for thersarg of the January 1pBehind the Scenes pg 12

Church Council meeting.




The curious thing about the cross is that as central as itOn Sunday, February 5th,
is to the Christian faith, as much as we hear it referenced, the twenty youth from Lord
we don't really talk about it all that much. That is, we don’t of Life who will be
talk about what it means, what it accomplishes, why Jesus journeying to the Gulf

had to die, or whether Jesus had to die. Coast for a mission trip a

How much do you really know about the cross? Could then on to New Orleans fo g ¥ 28
you explain to someone who didn’t know much about the ELCA National Youth A /
Christianity why the cross is so important? Gathering will be leading ‘ m I‘ ‘

David Lose, Making Sense of the Cross in worship. They will lift up
in song, word, and prayer the gift of Jesus’ love in ouslive
and the freedom it gives us to love one another like Jesus
loves us.

David Lose’s questions often leave me at a loss @wdsy
(No pun intended here. Dr. Lose’s last name rhymes with
“close.”) But, his questions fill me with new thoughtsla

insights that take days and weeks to consider. Justask ~ Come and be blessed by their youthfulness, their gifts, thei

someone who has read David Lose recently. People here daith. And learn a little bit more about the amazing fayr
Lord of Life have told me, “For once in my life, thebke they are on now and will be traveling this summer.
finally makes sense to me!”

Now, hot off the presses and in time for Lent, we hhee t
opportunity to study Lose’s latest bodkaking Sense of
the CrossDavid Lose asks some important faith questions

Is the cross a sad tragedy? The Lord of Life Family will meet to:

Is the cross a moment of God's victory and . Receive and review activity and financial reports
redemption? from 2011

Is the cross the place where we stand in awe of God's Elect 2012 Officers, Council and Team Members,

?
love poured out for us? A . Approve the 2012 General Fund budget.
Is the cross some combination of these, or something Review Pastoral transition process

else altogether?
How does the cross shape the way we regard God? |Copies of the 2011 Annual Report will be available at the

Have no fear my friends. None of Lose’s questions arte pa Welcome Center starting Sunday, January 29.

of a test! They are questions that have been pondered for | All confirmed members in good standing are eligible to
over 2000 years. In 2012, we get to join a conversation thaattend, participate and vote.

has only grown richer throughout the centuries. This is a meeting of the Lord of Life Family. Planbie a

Oh, one more thing: you do need to know an important | part of this family meeting!
aspect of David Lose’s teaching style. He puts it this:way
If you are seeking the one and only way of
understanding the cross, you may be disappointed. But . :
. . . Ly On Sunday, February 5th, you will have the opportunity to
i you are curious about yvhat d'fferem Chnsﬂans have “tackle hunger” right here in our own community. Before
believed over the centuries and can imagine that many .
different approaches to the cross can deepen your and after each Sunday worship
: PP pen you service (and also on Wednesda
understanding, then | invite you to read and explore the .
heart of the Christian faith that is revealed in and February 8th), we will be
through the cross and resurrection of Jesus collecting donations for the
9 ' Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen,

Are you curious to learn more? | hope so. If you would like which is located on Oak Street i
to orderMaking Sense of the Croaka group rate, we will  Brainerd.

be placing a book order on February 15th. Please sign up
and pay for a copy of the book at the Welcome Center. The
cost for each book is $13.00.

Dr. David Lose is the Marbury E. Anderson Chair in local soup kitchen? Just think: no matter who wins the big
Biblical Preaching at Luther Seminary in St. Paul. $ithe game, folks who need a warm and nutritious meal (60-80
author ofMaking Sense of Scripture, Making Sense of the people each night in our area) will be the winners in our
Christian Faith andMaking Sense of the Cross Souper Bowl of Caring.

What do you usually spend on snacks and beverages for
your Super Bowl party? How about donating at least a

portion of that expense to help buy needed supplies for our



2012 LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION RETREAT
SCHEDULED
Rolf Jacobson of Luther Seminary Confirmed
as Key Note Speaker March 2-3, 2012.

The 2012 Northeastern Men in Mission retreat has been
scheduled. It will be held at Lord of Life LutheranuCth
in Baxter on March 2-3, 2012. All men are welcome to
attend. This two day retreat will feature a studydgdRolf

Jacobson, Associate Professor of the Old Testament from function as a catalyst for
Luther Seminary in St. Paul and other breakout sessions OBhange and growth within

men’s topics.

commitment?

In today’s busy world, this is question that is oftekeas
This is what you can expect:
- Day 1: Attendees will gather at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, Baxter, MN at 4:30 p.m. on
Friday, March 2, 2012. We will enjoy a wonderful
meal, fellowship and time with Rolf Jacobson. We

then you're off to home.
Day 2: We reconvene at the church on Saturday,
March 3, 2012 at 7:30 a.m. We enjoy breakfast,

devotional time , keynote speaker presentations and

breakout sessions. We close with worship at 3:30
p.m. You will be on the road at 4:30 p.m.

Preregistration Essential: There will be opportunities to
sign up for the retreat at upcoming church services. Bob
Nelson and Roger Tietz serve on the retreat committee.
Interested men can contact them regarding registenng,
email Bob Nelson atelmm@charter.net

Retreat Registration Fees:The retreat enjoys a stable

commitment of approximately 100+ attendees. To support

the retreat:
Sustaining Members $40.00 registration fee.
First Time Attendees $30.00 registration fee

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS ARE ELIGIBLE TO WIN
A CUSTOM BUILT FISHING ROD:

A custom built fishing rod has been donated to
the retreat. If you register by February 10, 2012
your name will be entered in a special drawing for
this wonderful gift.

About the Key Note Speaker:We are excited to bring
Professor Rolf Jacobson back to our retreat. He sawved
our keynote speaker in 2009. A few things about Profess
Jacobson... he joined the Luther Seminary faculty as
assistant professor of Old Testament in July 2003. Rrior
joining the seminary, he taught at Augsburg College,
Minneapolis, as an assistant professor of religion.

His teaching interests include the Psalms, Old Testamen
prophets, biblical poetry, biblical theology, and biblical
narrative. He emphasizes that the purpose of a biblical text
is not just for preaching or teaching, although these are
crucial functions. He says the Scriptures must also be used
in pastoral care, personal spiritual growth, and for the
shaping of Christian
mission and theology. In
addition, it can also

congregation. You will be
inspired by Professor
Jacobson’s message.

Men’s Fun Scheduled to |
include:
LaserShot
Electronic
Shooting Systems Scheduledhe MN-DNR will
again be hosting LaserShot Electronic Shooting
Systems. LaserShots are an electronic simulator
that provides a safe and fun shooting experience.
This was a big hit last year and we're bringing it
back!

World Record 8 pt. Buck Antlers on Display:In
2009, the MN-DNR confiscated a world record set
of antlers that were illegally taken. They will be
on display.

Fishing Pro Dan Sura Scheduled for Breakout
Session:Dan Sura’s workshop is entitled
“Catching Fish and Men.” He is formerly from “In
Fisherman” and just recently retired from Lindner
Media creators of the Angler’s Edge Fishing
program. He is excited about being involved this
year.

Phuilting group. Also your

Lord of Life Quilters are off to a good start for the 2011
2012 season. We are accomplishing much and are stil
looking for more to join us on Thursday's from 9:00 a.n. to
noon. We have had many of our helpers working from

home to help with our progress. A BIG "THANK YOU"

goes out to all who are involved in our mission working
home and also on Thursdays at the church.

at

We are looking for material donations of cotton and cofton
blends to help with our projects.

When you are cleaning out your ¥ oo " O
sewing room, remember our fs;,i;

aluminum cans help us with item| “ues 4,
we need to buy or replace.

o
oL O 1"

Thank you one and all, Y & 4 RN
Lord of Life Quilters
= 8 o

Lord of Life Quilters
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Thrivent “Choice Dollars” are awarded to Thrivent
members who own Thrivent products. Again this year,
individual Thrivent members must choose where to send
their dollars.

Marty Haugen and Michael ———  |n2011 Lord of Life received more than $5,500 in Thrivent

Joncas will be in Brainerd to Choice Dollars, which were used to support a variety of
TH1 ,
lead a Liturgy Day Concert of T unbudgeted projects.

Friday, February 17, 2012, at

7:30 p.m. The concert will be held at Tornstrom You can make your selection by going to the Thrivent
Auditorium in Brainerd. Fr. Mike and Marty will be website (www.thrivent.com) and selecting “Thrivent
singing your favorites and some new music selections: a Choice,” or calling 1-800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent

World Premiere of "Sacred This Banquet, Holy Our Feast Choice.” (If you do not know how many Choice Dollars
and more. you have available, call the above phone number.)

Liturgy Day

The concert will feature the Lakes Area Ecumenical Chorudf You have any questions, please contact your Thrivent
and Orchestra, and a larger Mass Choir. Tickets to the ~ Congregational Advocates: Mary Anderson, Helen Henke
Friday night concert are just $15 each until February 11th. and Judy Bialka.

Tickets are available at www.cedarbrook.us, or by using
the form available from the church office.

Saturday, February 18, 2012, a Liturgy Day with Marty
Haugen and Michael Joncas will be held at St. Andrew's |k |.D.S. Church: 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Church in Brainerd. The theme of the day is Psalms in February 5, 12, 19, 26

Christian Liturgy. Cost of $25 covers the workshop from ,

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and lunch. LOL musicians — God's Kids - Sunday: 10:45-11:45 a.m.
scholarships are available, please ask! More information gn ~ €asses on February 5, 12, 26

the workshop is available at http://www.cedarbrook.us/ All-Age Event on February 19th
(click on Liturgy Day for information.) God's Kids — Wednesday: 7:00-7:30 p.m.
Anne Freelove Classes on February 1, 8, 15, 29

NO God'’s Kids on February 22 - Ash Wednesday

Making Sense of the Cross
Monday afternoons, February 27-April 2
1:30 - 3:00 pm

Thank you to every one who
contributed to Lord of Life's
Charlie Brown Christmas Tree.
You provided clothing and toys for
: the children of five local families
&« @4 and food and gas cards to their

- ~ parents. The Social Concerns Team
delivered the beautifully wrapped gifts to the delighted
children several days before Christmas. Between the gi
cards donated at church and the Thrivent matching dp”arS,SmaII Group Studies
the pastors were able to reach out to our own members wik

L . . . You may wish to form a small group to study Makin
may have been facing financial challenges this Christmas Sense 03; the Cross. You can o%derpbooks aynd Lordgof Life
season. It's good to be family. ' ’

will provide a study guide and a DVD in which David Lose
It's especially good to be a part of this giving family! will introduce every chapter to your group. Ask the pastors
for more information.

Making Sense of the Cross through the Movies

Sunday nights, February 26 -April 1

7:00 - 8:30 pm

**This will be a “condensed” version of David Lose’s
study. It will feature scenes from “life of Jesus” movies.
We will evaluate how the cross is portrayed in our culture
on the big screen.

Social Concerns Team
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Baptisms
Beckett Ross Campbell, son !

Andrew & Laura Campbell e
Taylor Jon Semmler, son of "

Justin Semmler & Shelby oSG mg]
Fitch

Shelby Irene Fitch

Deaths
Jeff Kozitza

Beckett Ross
Campbell, son of
Andy & Laura
Campbell, was
baptized on
January 1, 2012

Shelby Irene Fitch
was baptized on
January 15, 2012

Taylor Jon Semmler,
i son of Shelby Fitch &
Justin Semmler, was
baptized on
January 15, 2012

A marvelous group of 5th graders and their parents have
begun to meet and learn about God's love for them in Holy
Communion. These young people will celebrate their First
Communion on Wednesday, February 8th at 6:00pm or on
Sunday, February 19th at the 10:30 service. This is a
meaningful time in the lives of young people and their
families. As a faith family, please be praying for &igs —

that they might more fully know of God’ love for them
through this sacrament.

Pastor Erika

Due to the departure of Pastor
Darrell, we will not be having ajl

winter new member class. ot OZ’”
However, come spring, when de'll
new life is beginning to bud all QdeZt/Z
around us, there will be an

opportunity to attend classes,

learn more about the faith and this particular faith
community and come to be an official member of the Lord
of Life family of faith. Please keep your eyes open foren
information about Spring New Member Class and be sure
to contact the church office if you interested in attending.

God'’s peace,
Pastor Erika

--------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

§When St. Joseph’s Medical Center admits a patient, the
: ask what religious denomination :

: the person belongs to - not the o e

: name of a specific church. If you 7 :
: say “Lutheran” then we will not be OSPITAL :
: notified unless you request a visit :
: via the hospital chaplain. If you IST

Ebecome hospitalized, please say

: that you are from Lord of Life

: Lutheran so that a Pastor may schedule a visit with ydu
: You can also update this information at your next Dr. :
: appt. if you visit an Essentia Health clinic. Thank you!:

[
--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Lent begins on Ash Wednesday - that holy day when we
are once again marked with the sign of the cross - but this

1. At lunch time, sit in your parked car with sunglasses time (unlike in our Baptism when a cross is made upon us
and point a hair dryer at passing cars. See if they slow with water) - with ashes. This ashen cross upon our
down. foreheads reminds us of our mortality, our temporaey lif

2. Page yourself over the Intercom. Don't disguise your our vulnerability, and our dependence upon God to raise us
voice. up out of the ashes to new life. But what about this cross

3. Every time someone asks you to do something, ask if that marks us - that defines us - that shapes us? How do we
they want fries with that. understand it? As David Lose writes, "Over time, as the

4. Put your garbage can on your desk and label it "In".  early Christians, had more time to reflect on thessyri

5. Put decaf in the Coffee maker for 3 weeks. Once shaped their reflections about Jesus' life and their Gme.
everyone has gotten over their caffeine addictions, of the key insights they had regarding the cross wastthat
switch to espresso. shapes all of our thinking

6. Inthe Memo field of all your checks, write and conversations about
"Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious". God."

7. Finish all your sentences with "In accordance with the
Proohecy” . Though we are people of

p' y . the cross, how often do we

8. Don't use any punctuation. reallv stop to think about

9. As often as possible, skip rather than walk. hat it hat it ! g ph 3 hadto di

10. Order a diet Water whenever you go out to eat, with a what it means, what it accomplishes, why Jesus haefo di

. or whether Jesus had to die? These are the questions of
serious face. Lent - the questions we will begin to ponder and ask and

11. Specify that your Drive-through order is "To Go". quest we wl gntop .

12. Sing along at the Opera. study and read and talk about. And it all begin on Ash

13. Go to a poetry recital and ask why the poems don't Wednesday - Wh‘?” we are humbly marked and literally

poetry Yy p
thyme. shaped once again, by the cross of Christ.

14. Put Mosquito netting around your work area and play Ash Wednesday Worship - February 22nd - 12:00 p.m. and
tropical sounds all day. 7:00 p.m.

15. Five days in advance, tell your friends you can't attend Pastor Erika
their party because you're not in the mood.

16. Have your co-workers address you by your Wrestling
name, Rock Bottom.

17. When the money comes out of the ATM, scream "

Won! | Won!"
18. When leaving the Zoo, start running towards the | -
parking lot, yelling "Run for your lives! They're loose!" )
1 3
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FORGIVENESS
Gaime

Try this twist on musical chairs.

What you need:
» 28 large index cards
* Black marker
* Two teams of people
* Radio or CD player

What you do:

1. On index cards, write out
forgiveness, one letter per
card. Make two sets (two
F’s, two O’s, etc.).

2. Mix up the cards and form
them face up in a circle on
the floor. (You’ll have six
blanks mixed in.)

3. Have teams mix themselves
up and stand in a circle
around the cards. Ask an
extra person to turn the
music on and off.

4. As the music plays, teams
walk around the circle.
When the music stops,
players each pick up the
card nearest them.

5. Team members take their
cards to a designated area
and try to spell forgiveness.
Any double letters or
blanks go back to the
“music person,” who
reorganizes remaining
cards, spacing them evenly
into a fresh circle.

6. Play continues until one
team spells forgiveness.

*OLLOW GOD'S EXANPyp

In a letter to the church in Colossae,
the apostle Paul wrote about the importance of forgiveness.

**o® DIRECTIONS ® - -
To complete Colossians 3:13 (NIV), use the smaller words to fill in the larger words.

gain as or ear van an for (give
gave her on it one other he an a

B w____ h each

For as t L d

for __ _  you.

| COLOSSIANS 3:13, v |

AIN “€1:€ SURISSO[O)D)
,,'NOA 3AB3I0J PIOT 3} Se JAISIO] *BU0awWos Jsurede aoueadrid e sey
NoA Jo AUe JI IOYIOUE SUO SAISIO) PUE ISUI0 (DBD IIM IBd(,, 'SIDMSUY
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Dear Friends in Christ,

I just finished highlighting the names of Lord of Life’s kids
who participated in the most rec&fiiCA Swim Meet. |
think that Brainerd must have over 100 kids on its team.
The names are written in small print. | bet thereadieast
20-30 Lord of Life kids among them. | love to celebrate
the good things that are happening in the lives of our kids,
but it has gotten harder as the numbers have grown. It's
also harder because the paper stopped listing first and las
names and changed to listing only first initial and last
name. I'm not always sure who is who. | may sometimes
underline the wrong child or maybe miss one or two
altogether.Jesus hasn't ever missed a childJesus

doesn't miss children Jesusvon't ever forget a child
Jesuswvon't ever forget or give up on yoy me, your kids

or my kids.

For the past twenty-two years, I've wanted to introduce

end—I am still with you. I've read this passage at a lot of
death beds. I'd like it read at mine too please.

My parents and church family introduced me to Jesus
Mom told me that | was the little lamb in Jesus’ arms
shown in the painting above our altar. She said we all are
that little lamb. Our family almost never missed wapshi
was baptized, brought to the Lord’s Table, confirmed and
included in fellowship and in service events. Our church
family supported each other, maintained the building and
reached out to invite, include and care for others.

| was raised to believe tha¢sus loves mandcan be

counted upon Jesus was there when | was flunking out of
engineering and decided to try to become a pastor. Jesus
was there when | married Jennifer McCorison 39 years ago
and then again at times when we wondered if we'd be able
to stay married. Jesus was there when each of ddrerhi
was born, and when the doctor saftbtr're little girl may

you to my friend Jesus. Jesus is the one who has

faithfully loved, cared for and carried me all of whgys.

Psalm 139:1-18as long been my favorite Psalm. In this
beautiful word coming from 800 years before the time of
Jesus, we are reminded that God dreamt and loved us into
existence. We are reminded that God is intimatelyentes
with us every day of our lives. We are reminded that even
when we don't want any part of Gadpd patiently waits,
loves and cares for us anyway

God goes anywhere and everywhere to have us as God’s
own precious children. The Psalm assures that Godgravel
from the heights of joy to the pits of despair for us:
God awaits us in heaven and God journeys to hell
for and with us.
From the_ecstasy of marital intimacy to the fear of
divorce.
From the birth of our children to the fear of losing
them.
From the beauty of creation to the devastation of
natural disaster.
From the_gift of our work to the loss of our job and
home.
From the_love and support of human relationships
to the_loss of loved ones.

From delighting in the presence of God to wanting §

nothing to do with God.
The Psalmist assures us that there is no where, noftane t
we can escape from God’s presence. He saysr‘eyes
beheld my_unformed substance. In your book were
written all the days that were formed for me, when none
of them yet existed. How weighty to me are your
thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! | tryd
count them— | come to the

die any minute” Jesus was there when we prayed about
whether or not to take the risk to come to Baxter antbtry
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start a new church. Jesus was there when my plan for a

Quonset hut turned into the amazing facility we now enjoy. Thanks for being a part of the Body of Christ which

Jesus will be there when we take the risk and you send
us to join a hurting, limping congregation’s mission in
Aitkin, Minnesota. Jesus will be there when | die and

gathers together at Lord of Life Lutheran in Baxter. |
hope and pray that your faith and life will be blessed st
yvou walk with Jesus and God’s people in the years

when | rise again to dine with my precious loved ones and ahead. It has been an honor to be your pastor. | thank

all the other saints at the Lord’'s Table in heaven.

God for you. Amen

Jesus has been there at every baptism, wedding and funerBhstor Darrell

that | have performed. Jesus has been part of every
confirmation retreat and every sermon I've preached. If
any good has come from it all, it has be&hanks be to

God.” It has been Jesus there for me, through me, faf all
us, and through all of us. | haven’t wanted you to hear so
much about me. I've wanted youhear about Jesus

I've wanted you taneet Jesus I've wanted you to bget
free to entrust your whole life and being safely into the
hands of Jesus- for now and for ever.

Jesus came into the lives of some fellows two thousand
years ago (John 1:43-51.) They decided that they wanted

to be a part of what Jesus was doing. They went and told

Additional volunteers are always
welcome to help prepare tléood
Newsfor mailing. The dedicated
crew of Newsletter mailing helpe
meets in the Fellowship Hall at
9:00 a.m. on the last Wednesday
each month.

some friends. They saidCbme and seéwe have found

the one we have been looking for. People have been telling

friends ‘come and see Jesusdver since. That's what I've
been trying to tell you my friends too. If you have gotten
even just a little glimpse of Jesus in what | have said and
done,] am so thankful and glad | have seen Jesus in you
and | am so thankful and glad

Jennifer and | are leaving to join a new faith family in
Aitkin. We are truly grieving our separation from this dLor
of Life faith family. We are trusting God to bring ey
into the midst of the First Lutheran faith family. \Ae
trusting God to continue to bring people into a life-giving
relationship with Jesus in both places and all over the
world. Wherever you are right now, Jesus is there to
love and care for you, to give you life. Nobody has more
to offer. Nobody could be a better friend and God.

A world renowned scholar, Carl Barth, who studied the
Bible his whole life and wrote dozens of books, was once
asked by a reporter\#What's the most important thing
that you've learned in all of your studies?” Carl Barth
answered, Jesus loves me this | know | agree. In my
life and in mywork, this promise is whaGIVES ME
HOPE AND KEEPS ME GOING EACH DAY :

Jesus loves me this | know, for the Bible tells me so.

Little ones to him belong, they are weak but he is

strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me.

Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so.”
| learned this song when | was little. 1 still sing ithope
it's your song too. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Want to give a gift of thanksgiving in memory of a loved
one and/or in honor of a baptism, birthday, anniversary,
etc.? Our church council offers the following “Needs 'List
for your consideration. Contributions of any amount are
gladly received and will be used to accomplish things that
our regularly budgeted receipts do not allow. Thanks for
your support.

Needed Iltems Approximate Cost

Children’s Story Bibles $20

Youth Study Bibles $20

Youth Camperships $100

Marriage Enrichment Camperships $100

Television Production Equipment  $6,000

Youth Ministry any amount

Technology Fund any amount

Fine Arts Fund any amount

Caring Friends any amount

Capital Improvements any amount
Commons Lighting $8,000
Sanctuary Acoustics any amount
Parking Lot Resurfacing any amount

Larger cost items will only be purchased when enough
contributions have been received to pay their entire cost.

Pastor Darrell
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Lord of Life Lutheran Ministry Opportunities

Connecting to Christ

Circle, Martha - Meets the second Tuesday of the month
at 7:00 p.m. (Aug-May)Next meeting is Feb 14th.
Contact leader for meeting locatiodeannine
zumBrunner829-2177

Circle, Sarah - Meets the second Tuesday of the month at
1:00 p.m. at LOL (Sept- !
14th. -Bugs Schmid829-3864-shmidye@q.com

Men’s Breakfast - Fridays, 6:30 a.m. at LOL for Bible
study, fellowship, fun and food - Ken Campl22I8-
9374 - kmcampbelll@charter.net

Men's Fellowship- Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. at LOL for
Bible study, fellowship and funRaul Hanser829-3881

New Member Class- For individuals and families
interested in joining Lord of Life. Our next class starts
in March. Childcare is provided upon requegtnne
Laechel 828-9374 - anne@lolbaxter.o8ge article on
Pg 5.

Pray & Ponder Women's Breakfast- A gathering of
women on the 1st Saturday of each month, 9:00-11:00

a.m. in the Commons. Next event is Feb 4th. Experience

great food, conversation, inspiration and prayer. -
Wendy Adamsonwendyadamson@ymail.com

Connecting to our Community

Habitat for Humanity - Scott Hall (h) 454-0203, (w)
828-8517-restore2@clearwire.net

Interfaith Hospitality Network - Serving homeless
families by housing them in area churches. Our next
week to help LCC-Nisswa is in Majtala
HenkensiefkeB38-1690- kala.h@hotmail.com

LOL Quilters - Piecing lap quilts for local charities and
working on personal projects. Fabric donations are
welcomed. Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. at LOL (Sept-April) -
Helen Henke&25-8886-helen_henke@yahoo.com

Prayer Shawl Group - Meets 3 to 4 times a year. Anyone
who is interested in this wonderful ministry is welcome
to join our group. Please contaeannine zumBrunnen
829-2177-zummyb@brainerd.nar Leone Johnson
828-4126-jobole@brainerd.nadr check the website at
www.shawlministry.com for more information.

Soup Kitchen- Serving meals at Sharing Bread Soup
Kitchen at Temple Baptist Church, 2nd Sunday of each
month. (Feb 12th - 12 noon)Brenda Erickson

cberick@g.com

Connecting to Each Other

Caring Friends Ministry - Find out how to become a
Caring Friend or to receive this ministry as you nawgat
life transitions. Meets the fourth Monday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. Contadastor Lilja Behr- 829-0763

Book Discussion Group- The Book Discussion Group
will meet on February 12 and 26 at 7:00 pm. We ar¢
discussing The Prodigal God by contemporary Chrigtian
author and Pastor Timothy Keller. For more
information, contact Ken Campbell. Everyone is
welcome. Ken CampbelB29-5130 -
kmcampbelll@charter.net

Cancer/Chronic lliness Support Group- Support for
cancer patients/survivors and their families meets on the
1st Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Next meeting is
Feb 6th Pastor Lilja- jlbehr@charter.net 828-9374

Faithful Mothers - Meets weekly on Monday mornings
from 8:30-10:00 a.m. (Sept-May) at LOLammie
Bensor829-0045 - bxtrbensons@gmail.com

LOL Ministry Teams - Congregational Life, Children’s
Education, Youth/Adult Education, Evangelism,
Finance, Property, Social Concerns, Stewardship,
Worship, Youth Pastor Erika 828-9374 -
erika@lolbaxter.org

LOLLY (Lots of Living Left Yet)
" # $$% Next
meeting is Feb 15th. Callarvella Larson328-4317-
lala73@brainerd.ndor more info. See article on page
11.

Pre-Marriage Retreat - For couples preparing for the
joys and struggles of married life. This is a pre-rsiti@i
for couples planning to be married at LOL. Next retrgat
is planned for April 14, 2012. For more details, contaict
Anne in the church office at 828-9374 -
anne@Iolbaxter.org

So You're An Adult...Now What - For young adults 21+
for social and community activities. Meets on
Saturdays. Contact Jennifer for info on upcoming ev
- Jennifer Alt - jla1984@hotmail.com

Wednesday Night Supper Prep & Serving Assist with
cooking and serving of our Wednesday evening meg|
(Sept.-May) Vickie Borgstron828-7768-
borgstrom@charter.net

- Meets the 3rd

bNts

For updated information on the above events,
check out our website:
http://www.lolbaxter.org

Classes for All Ages
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Our next Lolly is on Wednesday

Feb. 15th. There will be pot luck

and we better have lots of food as |

believe five gentlemen from Teen Challenge will give
testimony on their road to recovery.

Teen Challenge-Brainerd is a faith based residential di
and alcohol program for men between the ages of 18 t
There are also programs for men, women and teens |0
in Minneapolis.

ug

Charitable donations provide most of their budget so |
sugggest we give the offering collected that day to the
This should be an interesting program.

Marvella Larson

For Better....Forever is an enjoyable couple's semilah
wit, humor, and spirit, couples learn from the latesearch
what works for couples in happy and lasting relationships.

The seminar consists of three parts:
Gender and Personality Differences - How to keep
them working for you rather than against you.
Communication - Everyone can learn to communicate
better. The sooner the better!
Spirituality: The Divine Love - Secrets to feeling your
love is "heaven sent".

For Better...Forever is led by Ron Hunt. Ron is anbesl
Psychologist and marriage & family therapist. He is also
ordained Pastor and Spiritual Director.

Schedule, Dates, Cost and Location
$125 per couple
First Lutheran Church, Brainerd, MN
Saturday April 14, 2012:
8:00 a.m. Arrive/introductions/continental breakfast
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:00 a.m. Sessions with breaks
12:00 p.m. Lunch / LSS Financial Presentation

o 70.
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Marcie Krall

Darren & Sarah Larson

Grace Larson

David & Sandy Loch

Jimmy Lorenz & Pam Olso
-Lorenz

Jill Maciejny

John & Mary Ann Majerle

Jeffrey Mattson & Mary
Zeise

Joe & Elsie Melby

Jody & Becky Mies

Jim & Marlys Armstrong
Bryan & Paula Barrer
Greg & Becky Bennett
John & Michelle Blong
Sam & Bethany Branstner
C.B. & Linda Bylander
nDoug & Renee Campbell
hirley Carper

Gary & Beth Dirlam
Andy & Darcy Dwyer
Gary & Kathy Engelmann
Steve & Gretchen Ennis
Chris & Kim Erickson Peter & Krista Mithun
Rob & Brandy Felix Bob & Nancy Morey
Tom & Vonnie Ferkingstad Don & Glorya Narveson
Chris & Shelly Ford Daniel & Bonnie Nowacki
Lorraine Frost Jenny Owens

David & Renae Goos Tom & Lisa Patrick
Peter & Gloria Gregersen Dave & Kris Peterson
Linda Hansen Jeff & Deb Powers

Bart & Nicole Harmer Tim & Kim Quincer

Shari Hastad Lori Rubin
Paul Heinlen Steve & Brenda
Kirk & Sheila Helmberger  Schaitberger

Ron & Beth Hensel
Amy Herboldt

Kurt & Lori Hoelzel
Amber Houle

Argyle & Nancy Iversen
Jim Jackson

Dick & Lori Jensen

Jeff & Kim Johnson
Korey & Shelli Kampen
Mary Jo Kobes

Dan & Beth Selinger
Roger Spreeman

Jeff & Nikki Stirewalt
Pamela Terhaar

Dale Tougas

James Waldhoff

Trevor & Janice Wangsnes
Ryan & Jackie Ward
Jeffrey & Kelly Woodman
Charles & Margie Young

[72)

Service Group members serve twice a year, assisting in
worship by greeting, ushering, setting up & cleaning up fd
communion services and/or fellowship times, serving
communion, reading scripture, lighting service candles
during worship, providing treats for fellowship time and/of
baking communion bread. Everyone has their own gifts and
there are jobs for every comfort level. If you are interesting
in helping, contact Wendy Adamson at 829-8750. Thank lyou!

=

1:00 p.m. Session with breaks
4:30 p.m. Worship
5:00 p.m. Departure for dinner
Sunday April 15, 2012:
Worship/recognition at individual congregations

Register online atvww.belcnet.net
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