As | write the sun has set, the air is heavy with fog) the temperature is 34 degrees above here in Baxter, Miandso
snow covers the ground but the lake is frozen thick enough stisthéaiouses dot its surface. Last night’s forecast
suggested that the odds of measurable snow prior to Chriateast good. And, what will the New Year bring? Globa
warming, war, creeping economy, job loss and another roundib€@lotampaigns/elections — these dominate the nightly
news and perhaps our hearts and minds.

In 2012, will our retirement income be sufficient? Will @ampany stay in business? Might there be a health crisig in
family? Will our marriage not only endure but perhaps gresper? Will the kids be safe? Is there anything thatame
count upon? Is there anyone who won't let us down? Is thgreezure place when the entire world seems to be shaking
with fear?

For twenty-two years | have been pointing the people af bét ife Lutheran Church toward Jesus Christ. Sincestie

of this congregation | have been preaching, teaching antebng that hope, life and salvation come from the Lard.
believe with my whole heart and soul that God is faithfwles us dearly and is always moving to bring about the besdt go
in our lives. Sometimes we are in harmony with God anéréxquce the peace which God
alone can give. Sometimes we may be in disharmony with Gwmdeighbors and the
creation. That disharmony does not stop God from coming&a®, woo and urge us to res
in God's life-giving embrace.

\

Our world is not the way God wants it to be. Our livesfar from perfect in terms of how \ .
we treat each other and the creation around us. Oluigasbmetimes very small. )/ :
Sometimes we may have no faith at all... But, God hasSuxe baptism, we have been ! .
sealed with the cross of Christ. We have been thdidgig@lace of the Holy Spirit. We 4
have been the apple of the Father’s eye - precious, belovedaatifor.

God has been there for us during the past year. Godentitidye for us and for the whole
creation during the year ahead. I'm going to be counting thairGodly promise. I'm
going to be trying to live my life like God is God and likeelong to God. My home life,
my work life, my faith life — all of these belong to God@hey are all woven together and
gifted to me by God. And then God gifts me to the wofllle same is true for you. Our
world needs God. Our world needs us.

What will the coming year bring in our lives? The yeaowf Lord 2012 belongs to God.
So do you and |. That's good enough for me. | believ€ame what may, Gog
won't let go of us or let us down. In the year ahead|l tmust myself and my
family safely into the hands of Jesus. | will be eritngsyou there as well.
Thanks be to God for life. Thanks be to God for fdittpe and love. May
God's love and gracious presence be well known to you antdbued in 2012.
God owns the New Year. Thanks be to God. Yes, ALL NKS BE TO GOD,
now and forever. And thank you dear faith family membemeA
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in the US Navy. She never looked back. | wouldn't be

celebrating another birthday if my mother hadn’t believed

“Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and that God would guide her.

your kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will

show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will blessGod called Abram a righteous man when “he believed in

you, and make your name great, so that you will be a

the LORD.” (Genesis 15:6) The Lutheran Study Bible

blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one whdnterprets Abram’s actions in this way: “Abram trustshia

promise-giver. In response to Abram’s faith, God formally

earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the LORD had declares that Abram is righteous, that is, in a right

-4a)

Since | was born on January 1, New Year’s Day is thay t

relationship with God.

It's a new year, a time for new beginnings, a time td trus

beginning of a brand new start in my life. However, every that God will guide us into a new land. 2012 will bring us

new start entails risk, uncertainty, and some feaasste
from cleaning up the cake crumbs, | spend my birthday
musing about the days to come. What will the new year
bring? Change means giving up the security of the known
for the unknown.

| think of Abram whenever a new
year begins. God asks Abram to lea
behind everything that is familiar an
venture forth into a new land. Now
Abram is a courageous guy, but witl
each challenge, each move, God he
to reassure him with these words, “I
not afraid.” (Did you notice that thos

words appeared in every one of our
EPIPHANY

Advent texts as well?)

In Rabbi Harold S. Kushner’s bookpnquering Fearhe
writes, “Are you afraid of change? Be more afraid of being
unable to change.” (p. 72) Kushner says that Abram and
Lot give us two examples of how to cope with change.
Abram moves forward, “armed only with the confidence
born of God’s promise, ‘Do not fear, for | will be withwyo
and your life will be a blessed one.” If you know the story
of Lot and his wife, you will recall that Lot and Hemily
literally drag their feet when God asks them to leave
Sodom. When Lot’s wife looks back one more time at the
old and familiar, she is turned into a pillar of sak. Rabbi
Kushner writes, “To live preserved in salt is the fate of
people who are so bound to the past or so unsure of their
ability to cope with the future that they continue tondat

they have always done, even when it no longer fits the NeWBody of Christ here as one of thos

circumstances in which they live.” (p. 73)

My mother emigrated from Finland after WWII, and her
willingness to leave her country and kindred and her
father’s house to marry my father -- a man she hadasot s
for seven years due to the war -- continues to amaze me
How did she dare to leave behind all that she had known
and come to the US in 1946? How did she dare to risk so

change and choice. May we believe in God: our Promise-
Giver, our Confidence, our Greatest Blessing.

Pastor Lilja

The Lord of Life Family will meet to receive and rewie
activity and financial reports from 2011, elect 2012
Officers, Council and Team Members and approve the
2012 General Fund budget.

All confirmed members in good standing are eligible to
attend, participate and vote.

This is a meeting of the Lord of Life Family. Planbie a
part of this family meeting!

Please note that our usual January-February Adult
Membership Class will not be offered this year. We
anticipate offering the class again in March. We extend
apologies to those of you who may have been eagerly
looking forward to officially becoming a part of the Lord o
Life faith family. Please note that

J “% ,\L)

you are literally already a part of tl

who gathers for worship, prayer, ( I )
fellowship and learning in Jesus’ r‘ TOT 1Y
Name. Non-members are welcon@(jf‘l\(’lﬂ‘lsnﬂ

and encouraged to participate in
every aspect of this congregation”
life and mission. Only voting and —_—

holding office are restricted to those

much uncertainty and change? She often declared that sheholding formal membership. Please feel free to call the
trusted in God, and on a more human level, she trusted thechurch office to let your interest in a spring clasit@wn.

words of blessing that came to her in love letters frguya

Pastor Darrell




The Book Discussion Group's first book of 2012 will be

The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller.
Keller is a contemporary author and
founding and current pastor of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in
Manhattan, NY. His first book, “The
Reason for God” was a New York
Times bestseller.

THE

ProbpicaL

The Prodigal God is a refreshing lool
at the familiar parable from Luke 15,
incorrectly titled, as Keller Points out
“The Parable of the Prodigal Son.”

Keller argues that the parable might better be callés“T

Parable of the Two Lost Sons.”

The Prodigal God is published by Riverhead Books and is

There has been an interest in a Bible
| study centered on the book Quiet
Strength, authored by Tony Dungy.

Depending upon the committed

interest , a Bible study will be offered

on Wednesday evenings following
worship and on Sunday evenings. There
will be 7 sessions with the first one
being introductory, followed by six
discussion sessions. The first session
will be January 8 and 11 and then
January 15 and 18, 22 and 25, 29 and February 1 then a
Super Bowl break and the resuming February 12 and 15, 19
and 22 and 26 and 28.

available locally at Bethany Books and through the usual Those who register will need the book and the

websites, including www.christianbook.com, and
Www.amazon.com.

The Book Discussion Group will meet on alternate Sunday
evenings, beginning January 15, at 7:00 p.m. at Lord of
Life. All book lovers are welcome. Please join us in the

discussion of this provocative book.

Ken Campbell
o B nefh X M el
BEGINS JANUARY 9
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Come and join the discussion as we
read Barbara Brown Taylor's recent An Kéé%

book, An Altar in the WorldTaylor is <
an Episcopal priest, a professor of
religion, and the author of many  _
highly acclaimed books. Her writing
is down-to-earth and spirited. A

In An Altar in the WorldBarbara
Brown Taylor invites us to discover the holy in the

BARBARA BROWN
TAYLOR
( Leaving Church

ordinary. In the six weeks before Lent begins we will sail
through Taylor's "Geography of Faith," so if you're up for

some exploring, let Pastor Lilja (jloehr@charter.kew.

We will be ordering books ahead of time or you can get a

Copy on your own.
Ready to go? Read Chapters 1 & 2 for January 9th.

Pastor Lilja

accompanying study guide. The cost of both totals $27.75
and will be purchased by Mel from the Luther Seminary
Book Store. The study will be facilitated by Mel Nefstea

Those interested are asked to contact Mel at 270 2567 (H)

218 640 6606 (C) or email at m.nefstead@charter.net .
Mel Nefstead
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Retreat, . ...

regarding another great annual retreat for men coming up
on March 2nd & 3rd. It is scheduled to be held at First
Lutheran Church in Brainerd. The keynote speaker is Dr.
Rolf Jacobsen from Luther Seminary. He spoke once
before and received rave reviews for his entertaining and
enlightening presentation focused upon faith in the lives of
real men. These retreats also include great food,
workshops on areas of interest to men and time toisist
with old friends and new ones. You also get to sleep in
your own bed at night. Last year’s retreat included 125
men, a new record. Bob Nelson and Roger Tietz represent
Lord of Life on the planning team. Our Brainerd/Baxter
ELCA congregations have co-hosted this retreat for the
past seven or eight years. Save the date for anottsdr gre
outing!

Pastor Darrell




Once again this year our Advent/Christmas season todether
has been rich and powerful. Thanks so much to the
Worship Team for enhancing the beauty of our sanctuary
with seasonal decorations. Thanks to the P.M. Praise
. ._group, Sunday Contemporary Groyp,
Chnistmas € Senior Choir, Youth Band, Youth
Orchestra, Motion Choir, and
Traditional Worship Group, along
with many soloists, for lifting our

Liturgy Day

Marty Haugen and Michael
Joncas will be in Brainerd to
lead a Liturgy Day Concert of
Friday, February 17, 2012, at
7:30 p.m. The concert will be held at Tornstrom
Auditorium in Brainerd. Fr. Mike and Marty will be spirits to sing God’s praise in such
singing your favorites and some new music selections: a wonderful ways. Thanks to the
World Premiere of "Sacred This Banquet, Holy Our Feast teachers and program coordinatorg
and more. for facilitating the children in their touching Christmas
Program offering. Thanks be to God for giving us the pest
?eason in the world to celebrate — Immanuel, God withjus!

i

The concert will feature the Lakes Area Ecumenical Chord
and Orchestra, and a larger Mass Choir. Tickets to the
Friday night concert are just $15 each until February 11th.[ Pastor Darrell
Tickets are available at www.cedarbrook.us, or by using
the form available from the church office.

Saturday, February 18, 2012, a Liturgy Day with Marty
Haugen and Michael Joncas will be held at St. Andrew's
Church in Brainerd. The theme of the day is Psalms in
Christian Liturgy. Cost of $25 covers the workshop from
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and lunch. LOL musicians —
scholarships are available, please ask! More information on
the workshop is available at http://www.cedarbrook.us/
(click on Liturgy Day for information.) The pledges may not all be in yet, but our 2011
Stewardship Campaign — “The New Consecration Sunday”
surely has been well received at Lord of Life. Our
Stewardship Team worked hard to plan, organize and carry
out this emphasis upon God's call for us to commit to
giving God a specific, planned portion of our financial
income for kingdom work. It was a
marvel to behold how each member
of the team, coached by Pastor Mark
Skinner, Bethlehem Lutheran,
Brainerd, took up the various tasks at
hand. Pastor Mark did a training
session for our Team, a keynote
presentation for our leaders and
preached to our whole congregation.
and your effort to meet the need 440 a5um In addition to that, Bethlehem
greatly appreciated. As the new of money in congregational members came over
year begins, we are seeking volunteers to fill our calendar keepingwithyourincome... o "p St d gur folks in two
for 2012. Information about serving in this capacity is on  celebration brunches and a celebration dessert night. What
the church website, including recipe optioffsdult > a wonderful partnership was initiated by our sister church.
Community Service)There are funds (from the Hungry ~ Come spring, Lord of Life members will return the favor
Jarl) to purchase necessary groceries. If you have qossti for their stewardship campaign. Our own congregational
or are interested in serving at the Soup Kitchen, please  mempbers also contributed to the effort via basin tailks i
contact Brenda Erickson at 218-838-3144. worship, videos and a humorous, and valuable skit. Thanks
everyone!

Anne Freelove

Thanks to all who generously
gave of your gifts and time to
serve the community through the
your work with the Soup Kitchen  firstday
during 2011. The need is great FEYEr

week ...set

Social Concerns Team
Pastor Darrell
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The strength and richness of Lord of Life’s mission and
ministry is surely gifted to us by God. And God has a

wonderful history (consider Mary, Joseph, shepherds, wise

men...) of moving in and through God'’s people to
accomplish God’'s good and gracious will in our world. For
twenty two years Lord of Life has again and again been
blessed with good and faithful folks who have stepped up

Henrietta Erickson in memory of Twi Klemmetsen to
Caring Friends Fund (correction from December
Newsletter)

Henrietta Erickson in memory of Robert Marohn Sr.
for Caring Friends Fund

and taken the mantle of leadership among us. These leade
have faced difficult times and been blessed with wonderfu
opportunities. God has always faithfully, lovingly, even
joyfully moved us forward.

§/
to organizations beyond these walls
(Bible camp, colleges, synod, etc.) |
suspect, over the years, that perhaps over 1,000 people h

taken up leadership roles here at Lord of Life Lutheran.
Wow! Thanks be to God!

It is that time of year again. At the February 5th Annual
Meeting the 2012 officers will be elected. Might you be
one of them? Could God be calling you to step up and
carry the baton for the next two year term of leadership?
Lord of Life will need strong leadership in the year ahead.

Some serve as council members, son
as team members and still others on
various committees and task forces.
Still others serve as our representative

Lsgason. | appreciate the support, the weekly sermons

Afternoon Pastor Darrell (or
morning back in Minnesota),

// d/]/é

0

| just wanted to pass a thank y
on back to the church for

sending the Thanksgiving card
with the pocket cross inside. It
was a nice gesture that made me smile when | sawnhig
church was thinking about me over the upcoming holid

J

u

tt
2
hnd
family weekly e-mails that | receive. Please pass yn m
thanks to all that have been so kind to myself and my
family over the past years that we’ve been a part of the
church. Thank you again and | can’'t wait to see everyo
in the near future.

SGT Kaisone Ithivongkham
Kuwait

If you think God might have a plan and a place for you,
please contact the church office, Ken Campbell our church
administrator, or one of the Nominating Committee
members to see what might be available. If someor® call
you, please prayerfully consider their request.

Thank you.

Pastor Darrell

Children say the funniest things about Scripture. Hera
few examples:
“In the first book of the Bible, God got tired of
creating the world, so he took the Sabbath off.”

“Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where the
made unleavened bread which is bread without any
ingredients.”

“The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.
Afterward, Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to ge
the Ten Amendments.”

“The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua t
his son to stand still and he obeyed him.”

are

bld

One of the best parts of our stewardship emphases over
recent years has been the addition of video portraydeof
life, activity and mission of Lord of Life members. We
have seen examples of our folks gathered within our four
walls and working in the community beyond. In two or
three minutes we have the chance to get a great glimpse o
a broad spectrum of ministries. These “pictures” do such
great job of helping us all to feel a sense of ownership fo
the whole ministry of the church even if we personally only
have a chance to participate in one or two of these various
happenings. Again and again, people are amazed tdl see a
that is going on around here all through the year. Thanks
for your part in supporting God’s work among and through
us.

Thanks also to Andy Dwyer who has been the creator of
these videos during the past couple of years. He has done a
masterful job of weaving photos, video clips, music and
scripture thoughts to paint powerful themes for our
consideration and support.

Pastor Darrell
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If you are a 5th grader or an older youth in the church yhd
has not yet received instruction for Holy Communion —{l
invite you and your parents to gather for 4 weeks to legrn
about God'’s promises for us in Holy Communion! Our

time together will be spent reading the Bible, learning What

communion is all about, playing and preparing. We will
even bake the communion bread for the first time that
receive communion.

you

This is a really special time for kids and parentie&on
together and claim God’s promise in Christ of being fed

and forgiven.

K.I.D.S. Church: 9:15-10:15 a.m.
January 8, 15, 22 and 29
NO K.I.D.S. Church on January 1

God'’s Kids - Sunday: 10:45-11:45 a.m.
Classes on January 8, 15, 29
Kid's Participate in Worship on January 22
NO God'’s Kids on January 1

God's Kids — Wednesday: 7:00-7:30 p.m.
Classes on January 4, 11, 18
Kid’'s Participate in Worship on January 25

Class schedule:
Tuesday January 17, 24, 31
and February 7
From 6:30-7:30 p.m.

First Communion will be
celebrated in worship on
Wednesday, February 8th at
6:00pm OR
Sunday, February 19th at
10:30am

Pastor Erika

MAKE A
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On December 18, about 30 kids presented the Christmas
story to a delighted audience. Through song and scripture
the beautiful message was spread.

A HUGE thank you to Cathy Jacobs and Anne Freelove for
their vision, time and efforts. Also a special thank yo

Keith Binggeli for the masterful work in the sound booth.
There are many others to thank: those who helped with
costumes and staging, for those that assisted os dres
rehearsal day, for those that donated reception tiaads,

for those that helped clean up. Also a huge thank you to
parents for getting your children to church for practices a
supporting them at home.

Blessings to you for a wonderful 2012.
Children's Ed Team
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The ,

directed by Jennifer Pedersen,
went Christmas Caroling
on December 15th!

Front Row (LtoR): Pastor Erika Nilsen, Tiffinni Dewey, Anna Razidlo, Mza Brown, Julie Weidell, Erica Rehnblom,
Evie Provost, Madison Brown, Pastor Darrell Pedersen

2nd Row (LtoR): Troy Bialka, Ana Ford, Mason Barnaby, Ashlee Hauble, 8dmarson, Elizabeth Rueger, Maria West,
Erik Larson

3rd Row (LtoR): Austin Gapinski, Taylor Campbell, Beau Janousek, Chriget,&Cristian Einarson, Jade Massie, Taylor
Halverson

4th Row (LtoR): Winsten Fenske, Christopher Chase, Austin Mau, Danmsldra Nicholas Goll, Benjamen Swenson




Births
11-17 Taylor Jon Semmler, son of
Justin Semmler & Shelby
Fitch

Baptisms
Claire Katherine Rangen, daughter of Andy &

Katie Rangen and sister of Grace
Grace Marie Rangen, daughter of Andy & Katig
Rangen and sister of Claire

Deaths
Alauna “Kathy” Camus

Claire Katherine Rangen and Grace Marie Rangen|,
daughters of Andy & Katie Rangen, were baptized dn
December 18, 2011

Andy, Katie, Claire & Grace joined Lord of Life on
November 13, 2011. Andy enjoys Alpine skiing, mountain
biking, and hanging out with friends and family. He i$
Director of Technology for 7Sigma Systems. Katie al$o

Charles Thomas enjoys Alpine skiing, traveling, and time with friends apd
Behr, son of Andy & family. She is a Pharmacist at Cub Food Brainerdr€lai
Jana Behr and and Grace are 14 month old twins who like to play, crawl
brother of Nora, was and giggle with each other.
baptized on

November 23, 2011

Riley David Pliscott,
son of Jeremy &
Tami Pliscott and

brother of Brady, was

baptized on

November 27, 2011

Rodney & Valerie Rangen became members of Lord of
Life on November 13, 2011. Rodney is banker, and Valerie
is a substitute teacher. They enjoy spoiling their

grandchildren, including Claire & Grace.




Lord of Life Lutheran Ministry Opportunities

Connecting to Christ

Circle, Martha - Meets the second Tuesday of the month
at 7:00 p.m. (Aug-May)Next meeting is Jan. 10th.
Contact leader for meeting locatiodeannine
zumBrunner829-2177

Circle, Sarah- Meets the second Tuesday of the month at
1:00 p.m. at LOL (Sept-
10th. -Bugs Schmid829-3864-shmidye@q.com

Men’s Breakfast - Fridays, 6:30 a.m. at LOL for Bible
study, fellowship, fun and food - Ken Campl22I8-

9374 - kmcampbelll @charter.net

Men's Fellowship- Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. at LOL for
Bible study, fellowship and funRaul Hanser829-3881

New Member Class- For individuals and families
interested in joining Lord of Life. Our next class starts
in March. Childcare is provided upon requegtnne
Laechel 828-9374 - anne@lolbaxter.o8ge article on
pg 2.

Pray & Ponder Women's Breakfast- A gathering of
women on the 1st Saturday of each month, 9:00-11:00
a.m. in the Commons. Next event is Jan. 7th.
Experience great food, conversation, inspiration and
prayer. -Wendy Adamsonwendyadamson@ymail.com

Connecting to our Community

Habitat for Humanity - Scott Hall (h) 454-0203, (w)
828-8517-restore2@clearwire.net

Interfaith Hospitality Network - Serving homeless
families by housing them in area churches. Our next
week to help LCC-Nisswa is January 8-15, 2(H2la
HenkensiefkeB38-1690- kala.h@hotmail.com

LOL Quilters - Piecing lap quilts for local charities and
working on personal projects. Fabric donations are
welcomed. Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. at LOL (Sept-April) -
Helen Henke&25-8886-helen_henke@yahoo.com

Prayer Shawl Group - Meets 3 to 4 times a year. Anyone
who is interested in this wonderful ministry is welcome
to join our group. Please contaeannine zumBrunnen
829-2177-zummyb@brainerd.nar Leone Johnson
828-4126-jobole@brainerd.nadr check the website at
www.shawlministry.com for more information.

Soup Kitchen- Serving meals at Sharing Bread Soup
Kitchen at Temple Baptist Church, 2nd Sunday of each
month. (Jan. 8th - 12 noon)Brenda Erickson

cberick@g.com

Connecting to Each Other

Caring Friends Ministry - Find out how to become a
Caring Friend or to receive this ministry as you nawgat
life transitions. Meets the fourth Monday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. Contadastor Lilja Behr- 829-0763

Book Discussion Group- The Book Discussion Group
will meet on January 15 and 29 at 7:00 pm to begin
discussion of The Prodigal God by contemporary
Christian author and Pastor Timothy Keller. (See
separate article on pg. 3) For more information, contact
Ken Campbell. Everyone is welcomken Campbell
829-5130 kmcampbelll@charter.net

Cancer/Chronic lliness Support Group- Support for
cancer patients/survivors and their families meets on the
1st Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Next meeting is
Jan. 2nd Pastor Lilja- jlbehr@charter.net 828-9374

Faithful Mothers - Meets weekly on Monday mornings
from 8:30-10:00 a.m. (Sept-May) at LOLammie
Bensor829-0045 - bxtrbensons@gmail.com

LOL Ministry Teams - Congregational Life, Children’s
Education, Youth/Adult Education, Evangelism,
Finance, Property, Social Concerns, Stewardship,
Worship, Youth Pastor Erika 828-9374 -
erika@lolbaxter.org

LOLLY (Lots of Living Left Yet)

- Meets the 3rd
Next
meeting is Jan 18th. Callarvella Larson828-4317-
lala73@brainerd.ndor more info. See article on page
10.

Pre-Marriage Retreat - For couples preparing for the
joys and struggles of married life. This is a pre-rsiti@i
for couples planning to be married at LOL. Next retrgat
is planned for April 14, 2012. For more details, contaict
Anne in the church office at 828-9374 -
anne@Iolbaxter.org

So You're An Adult...Now What - For young adults 21+
for social and community activities. Meets on
Saturdays. Contact Jennifer for info on upcoming ev
- Jennifer Alt - jla1984@hotmail.com

Wednesday Night Supper Prep & Serving Assist with
cooking and serving of our Wednesday evening meg|
(Sept.-May) Vickie Borgstron828-7768-
borgstrom@charter.net

bNts

For updated information on the above events,
check out our website:
http://www.lolbaxter.org

Classes for All Ages




I hope everyone had a nice
Christmas and let us hope this year
will be a prosperous and happy one
to look forward to.

LOLLY will be pot luck at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday
!ll

LOLLY will be pot luck . As most of you know, Pastor
Lilja talked about her life at the September Lolly. Pasto
Erika in November and now it is Pastor Darrell who will
tell us his story in January which | am sure we wsbal
enjoy hearing about. | thought it was caring of all the
pastors to take their time to share with us.

Looking forward to seeing you at LOLLY

Marvella Larson

For Better....Forever is an enjoyable couple's semilah
wit, humor, and spirit, couples learn from the latesearch

what works for couples in happy and lasting relationships..

The seminar consists of three parts:

- Gender and Personality Differences - How to keep
them working for you rather than against you.
Communication - Everyone can learn to communicate
better. The sooner the better!

Spirituality: The Divine Love - Secrets to feeling your
love is "heaven sent".

For Better...Forever is led by Ron Hunt. Ron is anbesl
Psychologist and marriage & family therapist. He is also
ordained Pastor and Spiritual Director.

Schedule, Dates, Cost and Location
$125 per couple
First Lutheran Church, Brainerd, MN
Saturday April 14, 2012:
8:00 a.m. Arrive/introductions/continental breakfast
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:00 a.m. Sessions with breaks
12:00 p.m. Lunch / LSS Financial Presentation
1:00 p.m. Session with breaks
4:30 p.m. Worship
5:00 p.m. Departure for dinner
Sunday April 15, 2012:
Worship/recognition at individual congregations

Register online atvww.belcnet.net

Are you, a family member or friend affected by caraen
chronic illness? Then we encourage you to come join

others who are in need of support. We meet on the firsg
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

We have changed the format of our meetings, and will
devote the first half hour of each mont™ "

meeting to prayers and devotion.

Anyone who is in need of prayers for

healing and guidance is welcome to

attend. Recently some family member

came to remember in prayer a son wh

had died of cancer. Following the praye:

service each month, we will continue to meet for suppqrt
and the sharing of resources. Feel free to come for ong or
both portions of our meeting.

=

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Lilja &t
829-0763 or jlbehr@charter.net.

Want to do something special for your spouse to show how
much you care? Attend a Lutheran Marriage Encounter
Weekend and focus on just the two of you. Engaging
presentations by both lay and clergy leaders give you tools
and information while exercises and conversations with
your spouse in the privacy of your hotel room revitalize
romance, deepen communication, and nourish the
spirituality in your marriage

The Spring Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends in
Minnesota are February 10-12 (think Valentines!) in
Brooklyn Center, March 23-25 in Duluth and May 4-6 in
Walker. Please register several weeks in advance. F& mo
information, contact Dick & Judy Dehnel at 952-432-3105,
Pete & Phyllis McMahon at 763-561-1575 or visit
www.godlovesmarriage.org.
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Office Staff Hours

Ken Campbell, Business Administrator:
Monday-Friday - 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Anne Laeche] Office Manager:
Monday-Friday - 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Tammie Benson Youth Ministry Assistant:
Tuesday-Thursday - 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Rachel Tumg Receptionist:
Monday-Friday - 9:00 a.m-1:00 p.m.

This is the message that 48 of our member households
receive via email each month. Instead of receiving the
monthly newsletter in the mail, they read the newsletter
online through our website. It never gets lost, it never gets
eaten by the family dog, and

they can make the font as large

or small as they want. It also

saves the church money in

printing and postage costs.

Additionally, some 48 member households prefer the
printed copy, and come to church frequently enough that
they can pick it up in their church mailbox. This saves us
the cost of postage.

To sign-up to receive your monthly Lord of Life newsletter
via our website or to receive it in your mailbox (sorry,
members only for this one), visit the link below:
http://www.lolbaxter.org/contact/emailsignup/

Questions, contact Anne Laechel, Office Manager at
anne@Ilolbaxter.org or 218-828-9374.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

: When St. Joseph’s Medical Center admits a patieny, the
ask what religious denomination :

: the person belongs to - not the

: name of a specific church. If you
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: say “Lutheran” then we will not be

Service Group members serve twice a year, assisting in
worship by greeting, ushering, setting up & cleaning up far
communion services and/or fellowship times, serving

communion, reading scripture, lighting service candles
during worship, providing treats for fellowship time and/of
baking communion bread. Everyone has their own gifts and
there are jobs for every comfort level. If you are interesting
in helping, contact Wendy Adamson at 829-8750. Thank lyou!

: notified unless you request a visit

: via the hospital chaplain. If you

become hospitalized, please say

: that you are from Lord of Life

: Lutheran so that a Pastor may schedule a visit with ydu
: You can also update this information at your next Dr. :
: appt. if you visit an Essentia Health clinic. Thank you!:
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Do you realize that the staff members at Lord of Lilgheran Church have been here forever? Well, not | \r
quite “forever.” However, at a recent office staffatieg, we determined that everyone but our new

receptionist has been employed here for six years or nifone extend that glance to the rest of our staff,

most of them have been employed for several years as 8@the of our employees have been here almost
since the start of the congregation over twenty years lagial of Life is blessed with some wonderful folks

who not only do a quality job, but who often rise above and begendall of duty. Our staff members

pretty much love the Lord and care deeply about the peopleathihis their faith home. Hopefully that

shows up in the interactions you may have with them. Youvmaay to thank them for their faithful service. =
You may also want to offer the occasional prayer for &bélp and blessing upon their lives and efforts.

Pastor Darrell Pedersen 22 years Pastor Erika Nilsen 14 year
Pastor Lilja Behr 3 years Ken Campbell 5 years
Anne Laechel 8 years Tammie Benson 7 years
Rachel Tuma 2 months Wendy Adamson 10 years
Gus Augustinack 7 years Karen Erickson 17 years
Anne Freelove 9 months Tessa Hall 9 years
John Huhta 9 months Kristyn Jacobs 3 months
Teresa Kingsley 16 years Rita Linder 7 years
Pete Lowe 9 months Jennifer Person 2 years

Cheryl Steffen 9 months




