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Sermon – Acts 8 26-40 and John 15

Mother’s Day

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I bring you grace and peace from our God whose story
I want us to think about this wonderful story from the book of Acts this morning – it is jammed full of amazing insights – inspiring action – and motivating testimony to the power of walking with each other in faith.  Open your Bibles to the book of Acts – chapter 8 starting with verse 26 and follow along.
First a little background – As this story takes place, it’s important to note that this was a particularly turbulent point in the early churches history.  The Jewish court has silenced the Christian witness.  Stephen – a man on fire for Christ - has been executed and the Greek speaking Jewish Christians have been run out of Jerusalem.  However, this expulsion from Jerusalem set into motion just what Jesus had said to his disciple before he ascended into heaven, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  The Gospel is on the move. 
Into this turbulent time, enters the Ethiopian Eunuch.  Though it’s a bit uncomfortable to talk about – it’s important to know why we need to know that this fellow was from Ethiopia and was a eunuch.  A eunuch is a man who has been castrated.  History tells us that this was sometimes done intentionally by families because castrated men could receive high ranking positions within the royal palace since they posed no threat to the king.  Yet, for Jews –at that time – the sign of the covenant promise with God was circumcision and the purpose of life was to be fruitful and multiply.  Clearly a eunuch would not have been considered worthy of inclusion in the family of God – he would not have been suitable to carry out God’s purposes – he would not have been welcomed.  And being that he is from Ethiopia - also would exclude him from the family of God – at least in the mind of Jewish leadership at that time. A foreigner and a eunuch.  

All this makes the story that much more interesting.  

So God invites Philip out to the highway – the wilderness road between Jerusalem and Gaza. The Ethiopian eunuch is in his chariot, travelling home after worshipping in Jerusalem and he is reading the scriptures.  Truly man desiring a deeper relationship with God.  At this point I like to think of this story in slow motion with the Chariots of Fire theme song playing in the background.  As the chariot moves along, God’s Spirit moves Philip and from out of nowhere – Philip comes running alongside the chariot and asks – “Do you know what you’re reading?”  And the man replies – “How can I unless someone guides me?”  And a relationship begins.
Have you had that experience in your life?  Not someone running up along side your chariot – but that experience of opening scripture and not understanding it or desiring to understand it more and wanting someone to guide you?  

As Pastor Darrell and I interviewed each of the 10th grade confirmands this spring – more than once I heard a rather despairing comment about the Bible – from “ I just don’t really get it – to “some parts of it make me mad.” To “I love God – but the Bible doesn’t mean anything to me.”  

I imagine 10th graders are not the only ones in this congregation who have thought such thoughts or spoken such words.  This is a common experience among many in the church today. And what typically ends up happening is that our Bibles take up residence on our shelf – seldom to be opened again.  But it doesn’t need to be that way and I think our story today points to something quite different.
The Ethiopian eunuch invites Philip to sit with him and they read together.  And they read these words form Isaiah, “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. . . “ And then Philip is asked a question, “About whom may I ask, does the prophet say this, about himself or someone else.”  Philip takes this question of faith , this amazing opportunity to helps him understand the scriptures.  And in so doing, Philip points this man – this man who had probably not ever felt like he belonged to anyone or was worthy of love – Philip points him to Jesus.  And it made all the difference.  Scripture tells us that he was baptized that day and that he went on his way rejoicing and proclaiming the good news.  The Message translation says, “He went down the road as happy as could be.”
Look at what has happened here in this story.  A man desiring a deeper faith – is joined by a fellow believer who helps him understand the story of God and points him to Jesus and all that Jesus came to do for this world in his life and his death.  Wouldn’t it be fun to have the details of that conversation?  We only know that the man –upon hearing of this one named Jesus - takes a bold and brave action – is baptized and blessed – and begins telling the story everywhere he goes.
Truly it is a miracle – a bridge built that no one could have imagined or would have thought even acceptable.  The good news of God in Jesus now crossing boundaries – far from Jerusalem and into foreign lands.  It is a clear reminder that we can never assume where the spirit will take up residence and who might come to faith and when.
What can we learn from such a story?  Is this just something that happens in the Bible?  Or could this be our story – our story of walking together in faith – of journeying into scripture together, of asking questions and discovering something we may have never thought possible?
I believe we all long to have someone run up alongside our chariot of life and overwhelm us with grace – in such measure that we cannot help but give our very lives back to the one who gave his for us.  I believe we are all looking and looking and looking for God – and the truth is that God is right here – in our midst - in the scriptures – in words – in stories – in peoples’ lives, waiting to be discovered by you.

We don’t always agree, as Lutherans, about how to interpret the Bible.  We don’t always agree, as Lutherans, and certainly as Christians, about the authorship of the Bible.  We don’t always like or understand what we read in the Bible.  But all of that aside, the bottom line is that the God who gave us the vine - the God who gave us Jesus and connected us to him in order to give us life - the God who love us - this God of ours has something to say to us.  And our Bibles aren’t going to do us any good if they are getting dusty on a shelf.

In a couple of weeks we will move into summer mode – usually that means – strangely enough – that people take a break from church.  But this summer in worship, fellowship and study – the pastors of your church desire to come running alongside your chariot of life – and journey with you in faith - and as you are departing from worship – we are going to invite you to open up your Bibles – and as we explore some of the wonderful stories of faith from the Old Testament – we will point to Jesus.  
And my deep prayer is that in the reading and learning and talking and sharing, you will discover maybe for the first time, or maybe once again – the one in whom you abide and who abides in you – Jesus – the savior of the world.
Because you never know where the Spirit might lead you – on which road – and into whose chariot of life.  And it may just be that you become a guide for another – and point to Jesus with your very life.  Amen
Good Morning  - it’s the 5th Sunday of Easter – it’s Mothers day – a day that comes with great joy for some – and with great sadness for others.  So today in worship we are going to hear a wonderful story about a God pointer – someone who was able to point another to Christ.  I just want you to ask yourself this morning – who was your God pointer – who first pointed you to Jesus.  Was it your mother?  Was it another?  Let’s pray.

KIDS message – things about mothers.

